
HOW TO WRITE A GOLDEN AGE DETECTIVE 
NOVEL 

Course Itinerary: 

 
Friday :  Arrive between 3 pm and 6 pm – a warm and personal welcome 

awaits!  We look forward to meeting you and showing you to your 
accommodation.  

 Welcome Supper and Getting to Know the Group – a chance to 
meet your tutor and fellow writers over an informal supper and 
drinks.  Followed by detective-fiction-themed ice-breaker 
exercise/game! (This will be neither embarrassing nor difficult, we 
promise!). Timetables will also be circulated so that students can 
book for their two ‘one to one’ tutorials.  

   

Saturday: Group workshop  – 10 am-12 pm 

 Buffet Lunch  - 12 pm-1 pm  

 One-to-One Tutorials/Writing or Rest Time - 1 pm to 6 pm 
Individual tutorials with course leaders, Sophie Hannah and Jamie 
Bernthal, will be held throughout the afternoon. Outside this time, 
you are free to write, walk, relax or explore one of many local 
attractions such as Haworth, home of the Bronte Sisters, or 
Saltaire, a UNESCO World heritage site. 

 Evening meal – self-catering – before 8 pm.  For those who would 
like to devote themselves entirely to their writing, a selection of 
pre-prepared meals will be available to cook in the comfort of 
your cottage or apartment (included in the course fee). 
Alternatively, you could take advantage of the excellent  



self-catering facilities available in your accommodation or try out 
one of many local pubs, restaurants or takeaways (some of which 
deliver). We are happy to make recommendations and book on 
your behalf.  

Evening Event 8 pm – 9 pm: Sophie Hannah and Jamie Bernthal 
will read from their work on Golden Age detective fiction, 
followed by Q & A 

Sunday: Group workshop – 10am – 12pm 

 Buffet Lunch – 12pm -1pm  

 One-to-One Tutorials/Writing or Rest Time - 1 pm to 6 pm 

 Evening Meal – A traditional Sunday roast dinner at ‘The Dog and 
Gun’ pub in Oxenhope, overlooking the beautiful Bronte Moors. 
Roaring fires, a warm welcome and delicious, homecooked food. 
Two courses(drinks not included). Taxi transport provided and 
included.  

Monday: Group workshop – 10 am – 12 pm 

 Light Lunch of homemade soup and bread – 12 pm – 1 pm 

Afternoon Tea at Betty’s Tearooms in Ilkley – Meet at 4 pm.   

Elegant and light filled, Betty’s art deco inspired tearoom chimes 
in perfectly with our ‘Golden Age’ theme.  Here’s how Betty’s 
describe their iconic ‘afternoon tea’: 

 “A silver cake stand brimming with traditional sandwiches, delicious fancies and 
fresh scones, amounts to a quintessentially English treat you won't forget”  

Free evening 

Tuesday:  Group workshop – 10 am – 12 pm 

 Buffet Lunch – 12 pm – 1 pm  

 One-to-One Tutorials/Writing or Rest Time - 1 pm to 6 pm 

 Evening meal: Self-catering – 6 pm to 8 pm 



 Evening Event – 8 pm to 9.30 pm: Everything you need to know 
about agents, publishers and the book industry. Talk by Sophie 
and Jamie, followed by Q & A. 

 

Wednesday:  

One-to-One Tutorials/Writing Time/Rest Time – 10 am to 6 pm. 
(Lunch – self catering at times to suit students.) A relaxed and 
informal opportunity to spend half an hour discussing your 
writing, one to one, with your tutors, Sophie Hannah and Jamie 
Bernthal.  

 Farewell supper – 6 pm to 8 pm: A final opportunity to share your 
writing and ideas with your tutors and fellow students over a 
homemade supper.  

Evening event - 8 pm to 10 pm.  Student performance evening – 
your chance to read aloud/perform/present something you’ve 
written on the course, or an extract from your favourite detective 
novel. 

  

Thursday: Leave – 10am.  Goodbye and safe journey!  


